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KMS Students Receive 
Lions Club Award

The Kenmore Lions Club presented awards to three KMS students for 
their entries in the essay contest called “Our World, Our Future.” Fawzi 
Hassan received 3rd place, Naem Hassan-2nd place and Michael Storm-
Honorable Mention. Their teacher Mrs. Schwock attended the awards 
luncheon with the students.

Pictured (LtoR): Fawzi, Naem, Michael and Mrs. Schwock

Middle School 
Counselors 
Corner

All seventh grade students recently 
used the Career Cruising Program to 
complete the Career Matchmaker, 
an interactive online career interest 
inventory. Using Career Matchmaker, 
students identified two career areas 
related to school subjects that interest 
them and then further researched these 
areas to learn about job responsibilities, 
work conditions, required education, 
and salary. Career Matchmaker includes 
real-life interviews so students can learn 
firsthand what a typical day is like for 
professionals in these career areas. 
Students also had the opportunity to 
complete the Learning Styles Inventory 
to discover how they learn and retain 
information and find tips to improve 
their study habits to suit their learning 
style. 

The Middle School Counselors will be 
hosting our incoming 5th graders this 
May, through a series of shadowing 
events, to get them ready for middle 
school. The programs will allow the 5th 
graders to explore their future middle 
schools and meet key people as well 
as peers in the building. Please look 
for more information to be sent home 
about the specific date/time that your 
child will be visiting. We are excited to 
meet all of our incoming 6th graders! 

Kenmore-Town of Tonawanda Union Free School District
www.kenton.k12.ny.us 
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Old Man Winter + PEP Grant 
= Winter Fun in PE

A great winter has led to many opportunities for elementary students in the Ken-Ton 
District to utilize the equipment purchased with funds from the Carol M. White PEP 
Grant. One goal of the grant was to increase students’ opportunities to participate 
in physical activities during the winter months. As a result, cross country skis and 
snowshoes were acquired and teachers were trained in the new curriculums. Despite 
the cold temperatures, students in Hoover Elementary and Lindbergh hit to the fields 
to give it a try. 

Kenmore Middle School
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Geography Bee
Twenty-five 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
students were contestants for the 
KMS Geography Bee. These finalists 
completed and scored very well 
on a 25 question test to qualify, 
before competing on stage during 
the challenging Geography Bee. The 
winner was 8th grade student, Gabe 
Coheley and 2nd place went to 7th 
grade student, Kyle Sobon.

Picture: Kyle Sobon - 2nd place, Mr. Amici - Social Studies 
Teacher, Gabe Coheley - 1st Place Winner

8th Grade 
Students 
Study Japan

Referring to the quotes from the 
story “Tears of Autumn”, by Yoshiko 
Uchida, Mr. Ryan’s 8th grade students 
experienced artifacts, information, a 
Power Point, and pictures about Japan 
and Japanese culture. In addition they 
also had a taste of green tea, Japanese 
rice and chocolate dipped unsalted 
pretzel sticks. Mrs. Stevens, AIS/ELA 
teacher shared and displayed her 
personal items and artifacts obtained 
while teaching in Japan for 3 years.

Kindness Can 
Change the 
World

As an Act of Kindness, 
inspirational pencils 
were made by 3 sixth 
grade girls, Heaven 
Gauny, Felicia Mitchel 
and Angela Westfall, 
for the students of Mrs. King’s BOCES class as well as others 
at KMS. It started a chain reaction of kindness to kick off KMS 
Wellness Week and “Random Acts of Kindness” Wednesday. Be 
kind to others without expecting anything in return.

Art Teacher and 7 Students 
Goin’ Bald for Bucks

Mr. Swanson, Art Teacher at KMS, was inspired by his daughter, Ella, who cut ten inches 
of her hair for Locks of Love to raise money for the Roswell Park Cancer Institute. His 
daughter who is in 5th grade at North Collins Elementary School, and her classmates 
put their concerns into action for this worthy cause. Mr. Swanson followed their 
example by accepting a challenge from the KMS staff and students to have his hair 
shaved off, if they could raise $500 within two weeks.

The Chain Links Club, under the direction 
of Mrs. Galante, coordinated the collection 
of donations with the help of Maddie Love, 
club treasurer. The collections exceeded the 
goal with a total of $633.46!

This enabled The Goin’ Bald for Bucks 
Program to take place on the auditorium 
stage. Mr. Swanson is in the center of this 
picture along with 6 of the 7 students 
who wanted to participate to honor family 
members or friends who had cancer. 
Enthusiastic cheers were heard as their hair 
fell onto the stage! It was very unifying and 
heartwarming to have the support from the 
KMS staff members and the students.

Kenmore Middle School

Pictured (LtoR): Mackenzie Pitman, Heaven Gauny, Felicia 
Mitchel, Lillian Young, Marissa Mogle, Monica Aleksa and 

Angela Westfall.

 Mr. Swanson and Maddie Love , treasurer of The Chain 
Links Club totaling the donations.

Mr. Swanson with his daughter, Ella, holding one of the 
donation checks

Mr. Swanson and students having their hair shaved - 
LtoR: Maurice Reed, Blake Leslie, Jared Dia, Mr. Swanson, 
Owen Velarde, John Speyer and Matthew Chimera. Not 
shown - Jeremiah Van Volkenburg.
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Erie County Red 
Chorus

Alyson Hager, Jason Diaz and Emily McDonnell were chosen 
after auditioning among many very good KMS singers to 
participate in a county-wide festival called the Red Chorus. 
These three students attended several days of rehearsals at 
Sweet Home Middle School, working with a master conductor 
and culminating in a concert at Kleinhans Music Hall. What 
a fantastic experience for these three talented KMS singers! 
Sincere appreciation goes to Mrs. Grant, their Chorus Director, 
for preparing these talented singers for this honor.

SSA Chorus Included 
Three KMS Students

The “Best of 
the Best” came 
together during the 
yearly Erie County 
Chorus Festival. 
Maddie Love, 
Linnaea Monroe, 
and Samantha 
Marcotte are three 
Kenmore Middle 
School students who 
participated in the 
Jr. High North SSA 
(Soprano, Soprano, 
and Alto) Chorus. 
They enjoyed 
learning and singing 
their set of songs 
as directed by the 
assigned conductor. 

Jr. High and Elementary 
All County Band 

A BIG CONGRATULATIONS to Kenmore Middle School students 
Brianna Puma, Chris Orrange, Campbell Vogt, and Bella Eberle 
who were selected for the 2014 Jr. High All County Band and 
to Patrick Mohr who was selected for the 2014 Elementary 
All County Band. A wonderful performance was achieved by 
all of these students! Sincere appreciation goes to the KMS 
instrumental program under the direction of Mrs. DelBello – 
Band, and Mrs. Fryer – Orchestra, for preparing these students 
for this outstanding honor. 

Pictured: (L to R) Elementary All County Band- Patrick Mohr, Jr. High All County Band – 
Brianna Puma,  Chris Orrange, Campbell Vogt and Bella Eberle

Students Participate  
in SATB Chorus

Kenmore Middle School 
students Liam Allen, 
Calvin Northrop, and 
Evan Waggoner were 
chosen to participate in 
the Jr. High North SATB 
(Soprano, Alto, Tenor, 
and Bass) Chorus. 
Students from all over 
Erie County came 
together to join their 
voices with a shared 
set of songs, which are 
directed by an assigned 
conductor. The result 
was beautiful music 
to the ears of all who 
attended.

Kenmore Middle School

Pictured (LtoR): Liam Allen, Calvin Northrop and Evan 
Waggoner.

Pictured (LtoR): Maddie Love, Linnaea Monroe, and 
Samantha Marcotte.
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Music “NOTES” from 
Hoover Middle School

March was a busy month for the students in the Hoover Middle Music 
Department! Many of our students were chosen through auditions to represent 
Hoover Middle in the annual All Erie County Music Festivals. Students 
practiced music selected by a guest conductor in preparation for concerts on 
March 8th and March 15th. The 6th graders chosen were Effrem Bekteshi 
for orchestra and Luci Weatherbee, Brianna Reynolds, Isabelle Digesare, 
Beckett Doherty, and Hayatte Abebe for chorus. Representing Hoover from 
7th grade were Celia Lynch, Joseph Cannizzaro, and Amanda Whalen (vocal), 
and Andrew Reinhart (tuba). 8th graders chosen were Brittany Roy, Devyn 
Mogavero, and Emily Walter on voice and instrumentalists Christopher Donn 
(clarinet) and Alyssea Carroll (trombone). On March 19th the Vocal Music 
Department presented “Songs from the Heart: Vocal Solo Night 2014”. Some 
of the songs performed included “Demons” by Imagine Dragons, “White 
Horse” by Taylor Swift, “Defying Gravity” from Wicked, and “Story of My Life” 
by One Direction. All of the singers worked very hard to prepare their songs 
and they put on an excellent show! 

Our spring concerts are just around the corner! On April 25th, the Instrumental Department will perform their annual POPS concert- 
“Hoover Pops 2014: the 80s Scene!” Songs by Bon Jovi, Guns-n-Roses, and Michael Jackson, just to name a few, are sure to delight 
audience members from all generations! Congratulations to Hoover Middle School 7th grader Samantha Rozak who won the poster 
design contest. Her design will be painted onto a large banner and will be featured on all of the musicians’ t-shirts! On May 24th the 
choruses will perform their annual Spring Sing Concert. This year the choruses are paying tribute to the many styles and decades 
of American Music. From American Broadway Musicals, to popular songs, to folk music of the U.S.A., the concert promises to have 
something for everyone! On May 30th the band and orchestra will be competing in the Darien Lake Music Festival for the second year. 
Last year both groups took away high scores and trophies- let’s hope for the same this year! Good Luck!

Finally, even though it doesn’t seem possible, soon the District’s 5th graders will begin preparing for middle school. The incoming 6th 
graders that attend orientation in May will be able to meet the directors and ask questions about our music program. The directors 
will then visit each elementary school in June to answer any additional questions and take registration forms. We look forward to 
meeting all of them! We wish you all a very Happy Spring!

All-County 
Music Groups

Franklin Middle is proud of its all-county 
band members! Alex Russell, trombone, 
Jaclyn Henderson, trombone, and Rachel 
Hamilton, flute, prepared a solo and 
performed it at the Erie County Music 

Hoover Middle School

Franklin Middle School

Educators’ Association Solo Festival in 
January. As a result of their high scores 
earned at the festival, Alex and Jaclyn 
were selected to perform this year with the 
ECMEA Junior High Jazz Band, and Rachel 
was selected to perform with the  
ECMEA Junior High Concert Band. Franklin  

also had three students selected as 
alternates – Alexander Neubert, bassoon, 
Connor Donnellon, tuba, and Gabrielle 
Vasi, bassoon. Congratulations to these fine 
students! Below are students Rachel  
Hamilton on the flute and Jaclyn Henderson  
and Alex Russell on the trombone.
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“Goin’ Bald for 
Bucks”

On Friday, May 23rd Franklin Middle 
School will raise money for Roswell 
Park in its annual “Goin’ Bald for 
Bucks” fundraiser. Students and 
teachers will shave their heads or get 
pink hair extensions. Goin’ Bald for 
Bucks is a great, visual way for our 
school community to support cancer 
research at Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute while having an unforgettable 
time! Last year Franklin raised over 
$5,000 for this worthy cause. Below is 
Math Teacher and District Curriculum 
Learning Specialist Mrs. Jennifer 
Ertel and her mother, Kenmore West 
Teacher Aide, Mrs. Sue Goulette who 
together raised hundreds of dollars for 
last year’s event. 

Reading Buddy Day
On Friday March 14th, students 
at Franklin Middle School were 
encouraged to share their interests 
in both history and reading with 
elementary school children for 
“Reading Buddy Day”. The theme 
of this year’s “Reading Buddy Day” 
was the War of 1812, and seventh 
graders read books that they 
created to second grade “reading 
buddies” in the Middle School 
Library. The collaboration between 
Franklin Middle and Franklin 
Elementary allowed children in 
different grade levels, ranging in age 
from 7 to 13 years old, to interact 
with each other in a positive way. It 
also allowed the older children to be 
mentors. “Reading Buddy Day” is designed to foster positive role modeling while at 
the same time make the reading experience fun between students of two different 
age groups. Over 200 students in the two schools participated in the event.

A whole week of Random  
Acts of Kindness 

Ben Franklin Middle School celebrated 
“Random Acts of Kindness” the week 
of Valentine’s Day with the theme 
of “Pay it Forward and Be Kind to 
Everyone”. The faculty submitted 
tickets to those students observed 
committing an act of kindness by going 
above and beyond to help or reach 
out to others. The Franklin Wellness 
Committee under the direction of Mrs. 
Kim Leggett led this celebration and 
also sponsored a volleyball fun night on 
Tuesday, March 25 from 3:30-5:00 in 
the school’s gymnasium.

 
Pictured from left to right  are four of the students 
nominated Jordan McKenna, Alex Ghosen, Anna 
Bandinelli, and Marysa Telesco.

Franklin Middle School

Sisters Emily Davidson (7th Gr.) and Sara Davidson (2nd Gr.) 
took turns reading to each other on “Reading Buddy Day”.

Commitment 
to Our 
Community 

Students made Valentine’s Day Cards 
for a local nursing home in their social 
studies classes as a part of the Random 
Acts of Kindness festivities. 

 
Pictured are 7th grade students Lyndsay O’Brien, Paul 
Guszkowski, Taylor Adams, Ryan Hahn.

4



6 Kenmore-Tonawanda SchoolGram Spring 2014

Adapted 
Physical 
Education 
The Adapted 
Physical 
Education 
Department took 
to the HoliMont 
slopes for their 
annual field trip. 
The day is a 
highlight on the 
school calendar 
and is led by 
teacher, Kate 
Bennett.

Celebrating 
PI Day!

The Ben Franklin Middle School Math 
Department under the leadership of 
Mr. David Dlugosz celebrated Pi Day on 
March 14th by having a pie tasting in the 
school’s faculty cafeteria. Below is one 
of the homemade pies created by Mrs. 
Jennifer Ertel, Math Teacher and District 
Curriculum Learning Specialist, in the 
shape of numbers. 

Internet Safety in our Schools

Students Raise Money for 
Women and Children’s 
Hospital of Buffalo

7th grade students 
wanted to 
contribute to their 
community so they 
organized a teacher 
dress down/ 
student hat day on 
March 21st . The 
money raised went 
to Stone’s Buddies 
which is a program 
for chronically 
ill children at 
the Women & 
Children’s Hospital 
of Buffalo. Jaclyn 
MacVittie and Grace 
Jackson were the 
student leaders of 
this fundraising 
event. 

Franklin Middle School

Ken-Ton Elementary Schools

Internet Safety was the focus in March 
at the elementary schools. Each school 
invited the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children (NCMEC) to come 
and present on the very important topic 
of staying safe on the Internet. Below are 
some excerpts and tips from the NCMEC 
presentations and brochure:

“Allowing kids to go online without 
supervision or ground rules is like allowing 
them to explore a major metropolitan area 
by themselves. The Internet, like a city, 
offers an enormous array of entertainment 
and educational resources but also presents 
some potential risks. Kids need help 
navigating this world.”

Where do kids connect online? 
•	 Kids	go	online	almost	anywhere.	They	

surf the Internet and send messages 
from a home computer or one at a 
friend’s house as well as iPods and cell 
phones with internet access. 

•	 Internet-enabled	video-game	systems	
allow them to compete against and chat 
with players around the world.

•	 Wireless	devices	enable	kids	to	surf	
the web and exchange messages, 
photographs, and short videos from just 
about anywhere.

You can’t watch your kids every minute, 
but you do need to use strategies to help 
them benefit from the Internet and avoid 
its potential risks.

Tips for Parents and Guardians
•	 Begin	a	dialogue	with	your	kids	about	

safe Internet use and supervise their 
online activities (including online video 
games that allow them to chat with 
players around the world)

•	 Consider	rating,	blocking,	monitoring,	
and filtering applications for your 
computer

•	 Make	Internet	use	a	family	activity
•	 Encourage	your	kids’	critical-thinking
•	 Set	reasonable	rules	for	going	online
•	 Encourage	your	kids	to	tell	you	when	

they encounter problems online
•	 If	they	come	across	inappropriate	or	

illegal material or if they are contacted 
by someone who attempts to engage 
them in inappropriate conversations, 
make a report to NCMEC’s 
CyberTipline at www.cybertipline.com 
or 1-800-843-5678

Visit www.NetSmartz411.org for answers 
to commonly asked questions about the 
Internet, computer, or the web.

http://www.cybertipline.com
http://www.NetSmartz411.org
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International 
Reading 
Association 
Finalist

Thomas Edison has received the 
International Reading Association Award. 
Teachers Susan Hirsch and Karen Pritchard 
are responsible for putting Edison on the 
radar for this award. Representatives from 
the International Reading Association 
visited Edison to see the innovative 
intervention block in action. 

The development of literacy skills is a 
community effort at Thomas Edison. A 
block schedule provides daily common 
planning time. Academic Intervention is 
provided by classroom teachers, special education teachers, reading teachers, speech therapists, and trained reading aides through a 
differentiated “Intervention Block”. Teachers plan together and share students when they are providing this support. 

Edison’s special area teachers are essential literacy instructors. They have many creative ways to aide reading development in art, 
music, and physical education classes. The Library Media Center provides students and teachers with a vast array of materials and 
support for reading and research.

Parents are an integral part of literacy activities at Edison. They run and participate in many literacy programs during and after school. 
The community of Edison is reading, reading, reading!

Make a Book Night
Retired Kenton teacher, Sue Busch, hosted a Make a Book 
Night for 2nd and 3rd graders at Franklin Elementary on 
January 23, 2014. Students and their parents enjoyed an 
evening of creating one-of-a kind books. In the photo, Mrs. 
Busch is seen reading the newly created books with Austin 
and Riley Bialecki and their proud mom.

Earth Spirit Day
Franklin Elementary students enjoyed an entire day of Earth 
Spirit activities during their School Spirit week. They were 
entertained and amazed by presentations such as Birds of 
Prey, Sounds of Nature and Wildlife Adaptations. They even 
got to show their creative sides during the Recycled Earth 
project of decorating grocery bags. A fun and educational day 
was had by all! 

In the photo, Mr. Scott helps students Justice Ramsey, 
Sebreen Abdallah and Yolani Ortiz get up close and personal 
with a lizard.

Franklin Elementary School

Edison Elementary School
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McDonald’s 
“McSmiles”

Hamilton staff put on their “McSmiles” and helped serve food at the McDonald’s 
restaurant at Sweet Home Road and Sheridan Drive. McDonald’s donated a percentage 
of the sales during the dinner hour to their PTA. Thanks McDonald’s! 

PARP 
On March 13 children returned to 
Hamilton in the evening for activities 
during their PARP celebration. There was 
a book walk, bookmark making center, 
rock wall climbing for letters and they 
ended the evening by playing BINGO for 
books. Over 70 students attended this fun 
filled night! A great time was had by all.

Pictured is Isabelle Butler on the rock wall.

Purple Pinkie 
Project
The Challenge Interact Club from 
Kenmore West came to Hamilton 
Elementary to help with the Purple 
Pinkie Project. Students from 
Hamilton paid $1.00 to have their 
pinkie painted. The money collected 
went to help pay for polio vaccinations 
for underprivileged children.

Pictured is Olivia Frys getting her pinkie painted by 
students from Ken West

Winter 
Olympics
Hamilton celebrated the winter 
Olympics by having their own opening 
ceremony. Each class represented a 
different country. Students made flags, 
did research on their country, made 
posters and wore country colors as 
they marched into the gymnasium for 
an assembly. Kelly Hilliman Hacker, a 
former Hamilton and Kenmore East 
graduate spoke to the students about 
her experience as an Olympic hopeful.

Pictured are representatives of the winning classes for 
best Olympic costumes. From left to right: Mia Giantonia, 
Bradley Allen, Alex Ralston

Expeditionary 
Learning Modules
The NYS Common Core Learning Standards are providing 
Mrs. Evans 3rd grade students at Holmes Elementary with 
new, non-fiction learning about frogs and their environments. 
Students have been studying fiction and nonfiction text and 
working in cooperative groups to demonstrate their new 
knowledge. They also look forward to watching their tadpoles 
develop this April and then release them to a local pond.

Student Led 
Learning in 
Art Class
First grade students have been 
studying how to make collages 
based on the moral of their 
favorite fable. The collages were 
created through modeling, 
exploration and student led 
discussion. Their work and 
explanations were presented 
in the Holmes Elementary 
School Student Art Gallery at the 
conclusion of their unit.

Hamilton Elementary School

Holmes Elementary School
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Clann-Na Cara 
Irish Dancers

Hoover Elementary School once again hosted a 
traditional Irish dance performance, presented this 
year by The Clann-Na Cara Irish Dancers, on the 
Hoover Complex auditorium stage. 

Dancers show a few steps to Hoover Elementary School 2nd graders: 
Addison Pike, Mia Moley and Lauren Peruski

Buffalo State College PDS Consortium Meets
Hoover Elementary School is a Professional Development School 
in partnership with Buffalo State College. Recently Hoover 
Elementary hosted a breakfast meeting which was expertly 
catered by the Ken-Ton Food Service Department. 

Almost 100 members of the Professional Development Site 
Consortium (teachers, administrators, students, and professors) 
gathered to hold their monthly meeting. At this meeting they 
honored Mrs. Fran Paskowitz as their “PDS Hero” with a special 
cake, certificates, and gifts. Hoover Elementary was the first 
school in Erie County to join the PDS Consortium in 1991, and 
welcomes juniors, seniors and their college professors on site. 

In addition, Dr. Leslie K. Day from Buffalo State College 
announced that a scholarship will be given in Fran’s honor to a 
graduating senior from the Department of Elementary Education 
and Reading. Dr. Wendy Patterson, Dean, expressed her sincere 
good wishes in an email that was complimentary of Mrs. 
Paskowitz – “professionalism, leadership and dedication.” 

Congratulations to Fran Paskowitz on her well-deserved awards.

Valentines for Veterans
Mrs. Besancon’s, Mrs. SantaMaria’s and Mrs. Harter’s classes 
at Holmes Elementary School teamed up in the cafeteria to 
make Valentines for Veterans. Valentines for Veterans was a 
program sponsored by Legislator, Kevin Hardwick in February. 
Many of the district elementary children designed valentines 
for veterans across Western New York. Each child received a 
certificate from Mr. Hardwick for their participation in such a 
worthwhile program.

Talent Show: Brave
Congratulations to 35 students and faculty, as well as 43 
Holmes alumni on their successful production of BRAVE, a 
whole school talent show. Under the direction of Heather 
Holden, music teacher and Angela Ziegler, math teacher, over 
$2,000 was raised to go towards Holmes Total Child Theater 
which sponsors school musicals as well as outside field trips 
that foster an understanding of music and the arts.

Holmes Elementary School

Hoover Elementary School
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Thank You
Hoover Students in Mrs Gorman’s class did a class letter and 
special presentation to Mrs. Chmura and Mrs. Ljungberg to 
thank them for their support and assistance!

Blue 4 Ben
Lindbergh Elementary students 
and staff wore blue on Friday, 
March 14, 2014 to support 
Blue 4 Ben. Students and staff 
donated money for this very 
special cause and raised over 
$830 to support Benjamin 
Sauer and his family.

Lindbergh Staff wore blue  
to support Blue 4 Ben.

Wildlife Education 
and Entertainment

On Friday, January 17th, Nickel City Reptiles and Exotics 
provided an in-school reptile education show to students at 
Hoover Elementary School. 

Live reptiles were shown to students by a handler, who used 
entertaining ways to educate students on reptiles.

This presentation was an enriching, live reptile traveling show 
providing an enhancement to students’ life science studies.

Lehrer Dance Troupe
On Thursday, February 13th, Lehrer Dance Troupe, a 
local, innovative troupe, under the direction of John 
Lehrer, performed their trademark eclectic dance fusion 
choreography for students at Hoover Elementary School. The 
performance combined with Mr. Lehrer’s narration showed 
dance as a media for expression and communication.

This dynamic, athletic group of 8 dancers began as a troupe 
in 2007, drawing attention for their “keep you on the edge of 
your seat” performances. They are affiliated with University 
at Buffalo.

The performance began with an interactive warm up between 
dancers and audience. The entertainment to follow included 
dances prefaced by Mr. Lehrer’s narration to explain the 
movements, the preparation by the dancers, and healthy 
lifestyle choices of the dancers in order to perform. 

The performances included a dance called “Bridge and 
Tunnel”, inspired by games Mr. Lehrer played growing up in 
Queens, NY, comedic and lyrical dances, and “Alliances”, a 
dance about a group of warriors, showing men and women 
being equally strong and helping one another.

Hoover Elementary School

“We educate, prepare, and  
inspire students to achieve their  

highest potential.”

Lindbergh Elementary School
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Purple Pinkie Project
On Friday January 31st, the Purple Pinkie Project was held at Lindbergh 
Elementary. Members of the Kenmore Rotary and Kenmore West’s 
Challenge/Interact Club gave Lindbergh students an opportunity to help 
fight polio in Third World countries by paying $1 to get their pinky 
painted purple. Every dollar collected will pay for a child to be vaccinated 
against polio. 

Logan Hurley from Lindbergh Elementary gets her pinky painted purple by Ken West student, Rick Diebolt.

D.A.R.E. 
Graduation

Lindbergh Elementary celebrated over 
110 fifth grade students graduating from 
the D.A.R.E. Program on January 17th. 
This program stands for Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education and uses many 
methods to help children say “No” to 
drugs. Topics covered a wide range 
including: bullying, peer pressure, and 
making good choices when adults aren’t 
present. Role playing involving student 
situations where the participants can 
practice saying “‘NO” or removing 
themselves from people or an area 
where unsafe things are happening, 
was practiced. The Town of Tonawanda 
Police Department’s Detective Sprague 
and Lieutenant Murphy facilitated this 
conversation in a thorough 8 week 
program, teaching the students about the 
negative effects of drugs and alcohol.

Talent Show:  
We are the World

The Common Core is about ensuring that 
today’s students are college and career 
ready. It is our job as educators to help 
students achieve this goal by encouraging 
them to become lifelong learners, 
effective problem solvers, and leaders in 
our community. With these objectives in 
mind, James Holden, Laura Waggoner and 
Jeanne Christiano, Directors of Lindbergh 
Elementary’s, “We Are the World”, A Show 
of Talent, worked to make this year’s 
musical production a creative and student-
centered effort. A cast and crew of 50 
fourth and fifth grade students began the 
work by brainstorming ideas for a show 
with a central theme of diversity and 
multiculturalism. Three “big ideas” were 
chosen and students used their talents to 
create scripts and sketches, compose and 
perform original musical pieces, and work 
together to create a truly unique show 
of talent through music and movement. 
Near the end of more than two months of 
working together after school, the students 
were asked to reflect upon the process 
of the show and share their thoughts on 
working with their peers and developing a 
production around their own talents and interests.  
We believe that their words tell the story in the most important of ways…

“As a member of this production, I’ve learned that when working with a group, you 
have to stay on task in order to do your best work. You have to work cooperatively 
to complete your task or it will never get done. The best part about being a part of 
this process was learning about kids all around the world and realizing everyone is 
different. I loved being a part of this process.” 

Alyssa Barnum Grade 5

“As a member of this production, I’ve learned that you shouldn’t judge people by how 
they look and if you disagree with someone, you should try to work things out. The best 
part about being a part of this process was working together, making new friends, and 
helping out.” 

Grace Riordan Grade 4

“As a member of this production, I’ve learned how to work with my team members 
to problem solve and compromise. By doing this we were able to trust others, which 
enabled us to hear each other’s great ideas. This cooperative effort has led to an 
excellent show. The best part about being a part of this process was being able to use 
your creativity and make new things. Everybody acted as a puzzle piece. Once we came 
together using teamwork and a lot of effort, we made a beautiful masterpiece.” 

Skylar Stychalska Grade 5

Lindbergh Elementary School

Elizabeth Dee, Katie Tocke, and Audrey Lawrence make 
props for the Lindbergh Talent Show.



12 Kenmore-Tonawanda SchoolGram Spring 2014

Lindbergh Elementary School

A Special Way to Get Home
The Lindbergh Leaders Program at Lindbergh Elementary promotes positive 
behaviors and maximizes academic achievement. The Lindbergh Leaders Program 
provides staff members a proactive approach to teach, reinforce, and reward positive 
behavior. Students who demonstrate respectful, responsible, and safe behaviors earn 
“Lindy Loot” and are given the chance to win a very special prize. 

At the holiday assembly, Shalyce Thornton, a fourth grader at Lindbergh Elementary, 
won the prize of a lifetime. She was the winner of a raffle to win a ride in a fire truck 
home from school. Shalyce and her 
brother, Victor, received a ride on a fire 
truck home from school on January 21, 
2014. Ellwood Fire Company donated 
their services for this special ride.

The Lindbergh Leaders Program 
reinforces the Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
initiative. PBIS, supported by the 
Kenmore-Town of Tonawanda 
School District, is a research-based 
approach that recognizes the positive 
contributions of students.

The 100th Day 
of School

Kindergarten classes at Lindbergh 
Elementary celebrated the 100th 
day of school with many exciting 
activities on Monday February 24, 
2014. Students enhanced their math 
and writing skills with the various 
100th Day themed activities. Students 
made 100 year old portraits, dressed 
as if they were 100 years old, rolled 
100 pennies to make a dollar, dabbed 
100 gumballs, wrote about what 
they would do if they had $100, and 
even built 100 cup castles! Practicing 
counting by 5’s and 10’s up to 100, 
running in place for 100 seconds, 
creating 100th day t-shirts and hats, 
and reading stories like 100 Days of 
Fun at School and 100th Day Worries 
were other fun activities that the 
students completed.

Local Author Visits
Peggy Thomas, a local author from Middleport, visited Lindbergh Elementary 
School on Wednesday, February 12th. Mrs. Thomas has written a number of 
fiction and nonfiction books that the students enjoyed reading. A variety of 
presentations were given throughout the day in the Library. Students learned 
the steps it takes for a picture book such as Snow Dance to be published in the 
“A Writer’s Life” presentation. The “Tall Tales from the Erie Canal” presentation 
featured the book Joshua the Giant Frog. Students then showcased their creativity 
while writing a tale of their own. Finally, students in fourth and fifth grades 
learned what it takes to be a successful nonfiction writer. The day was a great 
success and it provided a wonderful learning opportunity for the students.

Mrs. Jones’ class dressed up as if they were 100 years old.
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Lindbergh Elementary School

A Time to Celebrate
To celebrate the Read to Ride Program, Nickel City Reptiles came to 
Lindbergh Elementary on Friday, February 14, 2014. The Read to Ride 
Program encourages students to read and gets them excited about reading. 
Students needed to read for seven hours between January 22nd and 
February 12th in order to earn a free ticket to Darien Lake. Students in Mrs. 
Robin Hall’s class researched reptiles and shared interesting facts each day 
on the announcements.

The students also celebrated Charles Lindbergh’s birthday at the assembly 
by singing songs and watching footage of Charles Lindbergh and his plane. 
Lindbergh was an American aviator who completed the first solo transatlantic 
flight in his plane called the Spirit of St. Louis. Students sang the songs Lucky 
Lindy and Lindbergh Lone Eagle, which taught them about Lindbergh’s 
nickname, the name of his plane, and his rule to “Never give up”.

We Have Heart:  
Roosevelt Gives Back  
to the Community

Over the months of February and March, Roosevelt Elementary 
has shown that its students and staff have a heart for helping their 
community. 

In February, students donated $.25 for each “helping hand” placed on 
a wreath to support Mrs. Chris Fricano in her annual participation in 
the “Jerry Star Ken-Ton Schools’ Sleepout” at Hoover Middle School. 
This was the Kindergarten teacher’s 18th year sleeping out in order 
to raise awareness and money for Buffalo’s homeless. Roosevelt’s 
K-Kids, advised by Michele Dean, Debbie Naples, and Sarina Micieli, 
helped organize the 4th and 5th graders in their collection of monies 
and compilation of the wreaths, which were displayed at the event. 
K-Kids is a community service club sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of 
Kenmore. 

Also in February, students and staff contributed $1 to support their 
annual participation in the “Purple Pinky” event. Sponsored by the 
Kenmore Rotary Club, each dollar collected helps pay for a child to be 
vaccinated against polio in Third World countries. Roosevelt has been 
participating in the event since 2006, and was the first elementary 
school in the Ken-Ton District to host the event, which was started by 
the ‘Both Your Hands Interact Club’ at Kenmore West High School. 

Roosevelt Elementary is a school that rallies around each of its ‘family’ 
members. Many of Roosevelt’s staff, students, and parents attended the 
‘Have a Heart for Nate Benefit’ for Kindergartener Nathan Grisanti on 
March 1st at the Knights of Columbus in Kenmore. Nate was born with 
left hypoplastic heart syndrome and will undergo his third and final 
heart surgery in late spring. The family will need to travel to Boston for 
the procedure. Many baskets were donated by Roosevelt families and 
staff. Roosevelt’s Social Committee also donated a check to the benefit. 

Project Sunshine representatives along with Roosevelt K-Kids worked 
together to compile 97 craft kits for children at Roswell. Project 
Sunshine is a nonprofit organization that provides free education, 
recreational, and social programs to children and families living with 
medical challenges. Project Sunshine representatives, comprised of UB 
medical students, brought the supplies to the K-Kids event on March 
5th. Roosevelt is proud of its 27 students who participated in this 
afterschool club. 

Roosevelt Elementary School
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College Signings
District Athletic Director, 
Brett Banker hosted 
three collegiate signings 
this winter. Erin O’Brien 
from Kenmore East 
will attend Edinboro 
University (Pa) for 
track and field. Blue 
Devil Alex Wittenberg 
will go to the Big Ten’s 
University of Minnesota 
for gymnastics and 
classmate Jenna 
Rice will be going to 
Binghamton to swim.

Roosevelt Elementary School

It’s a 
Jungle Out 
There!

Theodore Roosevelt’s 2nd grade 
students will be performing The 
Jungle Book Kids by Disney on 
May 15th at 6:00 pm. This is the 
2nd musical produced by the 
grade level team at Roosevelt. 
Tickets are available pre-sale 
from a Roosevelt 2nd grade 
student or can be purchased 
the day of the event at the door. 
Adult tickets are $1, children 
are free, and the event is open 
to the public. All proceeds will go towards funding future arts in 
education productions at Theodore Roosevelt Elementary. 

Music 
to Our 
Ears

Kleinhans Music 
Hall hosted the All-
County Elementary 
Music Festival on 
March 8th. The 
best 5th and 6th 
grade singers in 
Erie County were 

chosen to perform at this prestigious event. Students auditioned 
and were then chosen by their music teacher to perform with 
the choir comprised of students from Erie County. Theodore 
Roosevelt Elementary had three students chosen to participate 
this year: Erin Zeller, Madision Christ, and Emma Kandler (as 
pictured along with their music teacher Ms. Betsy Thomas).

Ken-Ton 
Scholar 
Teams
Between the fall and winter 
interscholastic seasons an incredible 
26 teams at Kenmore East and 
Kenmore West High Schools carried 
cumulative grade point averages of 
90% or higher. All teams received 
citations from the New York 
State Public High School Athletic 
Association.

Ken-Ton High Schools

Message 
from the 

Counselors
High School parents... help us to keep 

in touch with you. We need your 
e-mail address. Please send your 

e-mail to either the Kenmore East or 
Kenmore West Counseling Center. 

Hope to hear from you soon!
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Ken-Ton High Schools

Engineering & Technology Education: 
Instruction to Application

Current shifts in education are aimed 
at preparing students to be college and 
career ready. To be college and career 
ready, high school graduates must study a 
rigorous and broad curriculum, grounded 
in the core academic disciplines, but 
also consisting of study in other subjects 
that broaden a student’s learning as part 
of a well-rounded education. Successful 
students will have the knowledge and 
skills necessary to excel in postsecondary 
job training or education necessary for a 
chosen career.

Recently, the students in Engineering 
& Technology Education Teacher Kevin 
Day’s Construction Systems class had the 
opportunity to demonstrate their work 
towards becoming college and career-
ready through a collaborative project with 
Kenmore West and East High Schools’ 
Track coaches. As this winter drags on, 
we wonder if spring will ever arrive. 
Even during a mild winter, track practice 
season begins before the weather allows 
full practices outdoors. Team members 
preparing for pole vaulting competitions 
find themselves at a disadvantage 
as indoor practice is difficult if not 
impossible. Identifying this engineering 
design need is where the class jumped-in.

A key step in pole vaulting is planting the 
pole in the box at the end of the runway, 
launching the competitor into the air 
as the pole rotates over its fixed end. 
With good technique and skill, a vaulter 
moves through the air, over the bar, 
finally landing in the pit. The difficulty 
in practicing indoors is the need for the 
box, which is a key component not easily 
integrated into a gymnasium floor. Indoor 
pole vaulting runways are currently in 
use at the University of Buffalo, SUNY 
Fredonia, and Lancaster Central Schools. 
Through the efforts of Ken West’s 
Technology Education students, the Ken-
Ton District can now add its name to this 
short list.

Through collaboration and brainstorming 
efforts by Mr. Day’s construction class 
and Coaches Geoff Brunger and Richard 
Harris, a plan was devised to create a 
moveable pole vaulting apparatus with 
elevated box and runway. The completed 
system would be assembled in place, on 
the gymnasium floor, in a configuration 
where the vaulting box would be secured 
in the elevated wooden runway. One 
of the most attractive features was that 

the final product would not require any 
modifications to the gym and could easily 
be disassembled, removed, and stored.

With a completed design ready for 
production, the class began the 
fabrication process by dividing duties 
among the class participants. Each 
piece necessary for construction had to 
be planned, measured, cut, drilled, or 
otherwise modified prior to assembly. 
Over a period of weeks the vaulting 
runway began to take shape. In all, eleven 
interlocking sections were fabricated 
including one section in which the 
vaulting box was mounted. Additionally, 
students fabricated a cart for movement 
and storage of the track components.

Learning to construct and fabricate 
designs is an important skill for students. 
Class participants included Academy/CTE 
students earning credit toward the Career 
and Technical Education requirements 
and students earning elective credit who 
decided that developing hands-on and 
problem solving skills would help them 
meet their educational goals. New York 
State recognizes the importance of CTE 
and allows students to use select courses 
to meet the third unit of mathematics 
and science requirements for graduation. 
Additionally, students can meet the LOTE 
requirement through the completion of 

a sequence of courses including courses 
like Mr. Day’s Construction Systems class.

According to student Kristian Sherk, 
“We learned about all phases of 
construction, from beginning to end. 
We even discussed the financial aspects 
of construction.” Kristian recommends 
Construction Systems and other 
Technology Education classes to any 
student interested in hands-on work.

“This spring the program took a huge 
step forward with the addition of the 
above-ground runway to the training 
program,” stated Coach Harris. He 
continued, “With the above-ground track, 
we now have the finest training facility in 
Western New York.” Coaches Harris and 
Bruenger are both grateful for the efforts 
of Mr. Day’s students and can already 
see the advantage to the school district 
as both Kenmore East and West students 
share the new equipment.

The Ken East and West track and 
field teams are looking forward to a 
great season and hoping for better 
weather. Through the collaboration 
of athletics and academics, Ken West 
students participated in a great learning 
opportunity while improving the school. 
Thanks go to all involved in this exciting 
project.
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Ken-Ton High Schools

Ken-West Senior 
Appointed to 
Youth Board

Kendall Bazinet, a senior at Kenmore 
West has been appointed to the Erie 
County Youth Board as one of only two 
youth members in all of Erie County. 
He attended his first board meeting on 
January 13th and has already begun 
to work on behalf of the residents of 
Erie County. Kendall applied for the 
position at the recommendation of his 
AP Microeconomics teacher Mr. Conrad; 
an active member of the Board. Kendall 
went through a rigorous vetting process 
to be appointed.

The Erie County Youth Board is a 21 
member citizen advisory panel. Board 
members are volunteers who advise 
the Youth Bureau on matters of positive 
youth development, delinquency 
prevention, and runaway and homeless 
youth. The Youth Bureau and Board 
work closely together to ensure that the 
best possible youth programs in Erie 
County are supported in their missions. 
Board members review and approve 
applications for state and county funding 
for services to youth. Together, they work 
with the Youth Bureau Staff to make 
funding recommendations to the Erie 
County Executive and Legislature.

In order to ensure that the youth of Erie 
County are receiving the best programs 
available, board members attend 
meetings and are required to attend 
agency site visits. Members are selected 
for their experience and knowledge in 
youth matters and are a valuable resource 
to the Board. Congratulations to Kendall 
for positively representing our Ken-Ton 
schools and community.

Girls Ice Hockey 
The Kenmore Varsity Girls Hockey team poses proudly with their third straight 
Section VI Championship trophy. The team under the direction of head coach, Jeff 
Orlowski, defeated Lancaster/Iroquois 2-1 in double overtime for the title.

Ken-West German Students  
Adopt a Milk Cow

Fascinated by the tradition of Vereine (clubs) and their importance in German 
society, students in Frau Boehm’s B1 German class decided to support a 
club that allows milk cows to spend their days after productivity on a farm. 
This charity covers all costs for the cows’ complete care to include food, 
veterinarian costs and lodging. After visiting the website www.kuhrettung.de 
the students decided to partially adopt Wanda, a beautiful brown and white 
milk cow. A letter signed by all the students was sent to the Verein explaining 
how they came to hear about the charity. As the farm is near the city Köln 
(Cologne), where Ken-Ton students spend time during the German Exchange, 
students hope to one day have the opportunity to visit the farm and Wanda.

Ken-West Intern Program
This semester, Kenmore West is proud to have a number of 12th Graders serving as 
unpaid interns throughout the community. Each is learning about a career in which 
he or she has expressed an interest. They’re learning about careers in a wide range 
of fields including veterinary medicine, pharmacy, nursing, business ownership, 
occupational therapy, and architecture. 

This is an opportunity for them to develop an awareness of what it is really like to 
work in a particular career—an opportunity they might not otherwise get until well 
into their college career. If they like what they see there, they can continue along 
this career path with confidence. If they don’t like what they see, they can choose 
another path before investing in a path that isn’t what they expected it to be.

It’s also a great chance to observe and interact with positive role models. Each 
student is assigned a workplace mentor—a manager, supervisor, or even owner 
of the internship site. They learn the importance of attitude, integrity and ethics, 
teamwork, and timeliness, in the context of a career that interests them. 

To read some of the interns’ stories, visit http://www.kenton.k12.ny.us/Page/13919. 

If you have questions about the program, or know someone who would be a great 
worksite mentor, contact Jim Mendola at Kenmore West— 874-8401, Room 319.

http://www.kuhrettung.de
http://www.kenton.k12.ny.us/Page/13919
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Did you know that the number of 
Americans studying abroad has 
tripled over the last 20 years? Did you 
know that the state of Utah, with its 
history of encouraging international 
missionary travel among young people, 
has become a center of international 
trade and business – in large part 
because of the language skills of the 
workforce? Likewise, New York State, 
with its connections to international 
trade through New York City and our 
proximity to bilingual Canada, is a 
hot market for career oriented young 
people with skills in languages other 
than English.

Through study abroad, our students 
can make personal and professional 
connections – and build skills and 
friendships that will last a lifetime – 

not to mention bring a sizeable financial 
return on their investment! According to 
a recent article in the Economist, fluency 
in Spanish, French or German could 
translate into up to $128,000 in income 
potential!

In Ken-Ton, we recognize the importance 
of languages other than English in 
preparing our students for college, 
careers, and for life. This spring almost 
100 Ken-Ton students will be traveling to 
Europe on our three school exchanges 
to France, Spain and Germany. When 
they return, they will bring with them 
the unique perspective of having learned 
about themselves and their own culture 
through the eyes of others – a must-have 
in the 21st century!

Study abroad opportunities and 

scholarships abound! It’s relatively easy 
to build in a study abroad experience 
in high school for a semester, or 
even for a year. Alternatively, many 
students opt for a “gap” year abroad 
after graduation, but before they 
start college. (By the way, colleges are 
usually more than willing to accept 
this type of student, knowing that they 
will bring a greater sense of academic 
purpose in their studies and a higher 
level of maturity than their peers.) And 
of course, there is always the traditional 
“junior year abroad”, offered by many 
colleges and universities.

For more information about study 
abroad opportunities, click here! 
There’s no time like the present to start 
planning!

to teach the anti-drug message. Hearing 
information from older students may 
really have an impact with the younger 
children. Students would also like more 
support in schools to stay away from 
drugs like support groups, meetings, 
and maybe group sessions to talk out 
problems. Overall the Summit was a 
very positive experience for our students 
and many great ideas came out of it for 
promoting healthy living without drugs or 
alcohol.

Students from Kenmore West High 
School and Hoover Middle School 
joined together to participate in the Kids 
Escaping Drugs Face 2 Face Summit on 
March 4th at the Chapel at Crosspoint. 
Ken-West sophomores Jimmy Zaccagnino 
and Sam Jung along with juniors Emma 
Hartman and Angel Whitehorne, joined 
students from Hoover Middle School, 
Alyssa Germano and Christian Montes, 
7th Grade and Lauren Allison and 
Josh Prygon, 8th Grade to attend the 
Summit. Counselors and teachers chose 
these student leaders because they are 

positive role models within their classes. 
The student leaders attended seminars 
in which they had the opportunity to 
discuss ways to implement drug and 
alcohol use prevention programs in order 
to eliminate these addictions in our 
schools. The seminars were guided by 
addiction professionals, adult and student 
facilitators, as well as youth in recovery. 
Former addicts shared their stories with 
the Summit and how addiction took a toll 
on everyone - the addict, their families, 
and friends. The adults (health teachers 
and school counselors) attending were 
taught about the “new” drugs that our 
youth are getting involved in - including 
prescription pain killers, Molly, and 
Sizzurp. The students and adults were 
brought together to brainstorm ways in 
which our district can decrease and stop 
drug use. One idea was to create after 
school sports tournaments with anti-drug 
themes to promote healthy activities and 
provide different opportunities to keep 
kids’ interest. Another idea was that it 
would be advantageous for high school 
students to go to the elementary schools 

District Students Attend the 7th Annual KED 
Face to Face Summit

Ken-Ton LOTE News

Ken-Ton Central School District

“We educate, prepare, and inspire students  
to achieve their highest potential.”

http://www.iie.org/Who-We-Are/News-and-Events/Press-Center/Press-Releases/2013/2013-11-11-Open-Doors-Data
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/16/opinion/sunday/go-west-young-people-and-east.html%3F_r%3D0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/16/opinion/sunday/go-west-young-people-and-east.html%3F_r%3D0
http://www.economist.com/blogs/prospero/2014/03/language-study
http://www.lyceecolbert-tg.org/
http://www.claudiomoyano.es/
http://www.fragy.de/index.php/en/
http://www.kenton.k12.ny.us/Page/1036

